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 What is ISCB?
 
The International Society for Computational Biology (ISCB) is dedicated to advancing the 
scientific understanding of living systems through computation. ISCB communicates the 
significance of our science to the larger scientific community, governments, and the public at 
large. It serves a global membership by impacting government and scientific policies, 
providing high quality publications and meetings, and through distribution of valuable 
information about training, education, employment and relevant news from related fields.

ISCB membership offers many benefits including reduced conference registration fees to 
several high impact events and reduced subscription prices for a selection of journals of 
Computational Biology and Bioinformatics.
 
The annual international meeting of the ISCB is Intelligent Systems for Molecular Biology 
(ISMB), the annual europen is European Conference on Computational Biology (ECCB). 
Over the past sixteen years the ISMB conference has grown to become the largest 
bioinformatics conference in the world. The ISMB conferences provide a multidisciplinary 
forum for disseminating the latest developments in bioinformatics. ISMB brings together 
scientists from computer science, molecular biology, mathematics, and statistics.

For more information about ISCB please visit: http://www.iscb.org 



  

What is SC?What is SC?
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 What is ISCB-SC? 
The ISCB Student Council (SC) is a section of ISCB dedicated to facilitating 
opportunities of development for students and young researchers in the field of 
Computational Biology and Bioinformatics. ISCB-SC was the vision of Manuel 
Corpas and was officially approved by ISCB Board of Directors (BoD) during ISMB 
2004.
 
The declared mission of the ISCB Student Council is to promote the development 
of the next generation of Computational Biologists through provision of scientific 
events, networking opportunities, soft skill training, educational resources and 
career advice, while attempting to influence policy processes affecting science and 
education.

The annual meeting of the SC is the Student Council Symposium (SCS), which is 
held in conjunction with ISMB.

For more information about the SC please visit the official ISCB Student Council 
website: http://www.iscbsc.org



  

The Student Council (SC) is an international student group which is organized into 
several different teams and committees, each with their own tasks and 
responsibilities. As part of the ISCB the SC works closely with the ISCB leadership 
to achieve our goals. Here you can see how the teams and committees are related.

Student Council in 2010 RSGs' relationships with the SC and the ISCB.

Organization



Very dynamic website www.iscbsc.org

The Student Council website is a resource for the global computational biology student community 
and offers many features that allow you to get in touch with your peers and to find out about events 
and initiatives for computational biology students - no matter where in the world you are.



  

SYMPOSIUMS

The Student Council Symposium is a forum for students and young researchers 
in the fields of Computational Biology and Bioinformatics. 
Participants will have the opportunity to present their work to an international 
audience, build a network within the computational biology community and 
develop important soft skills in an environment that fosters exchange of ideas 
and knowledge.

The ISCB Student Council organized the 6th ISCB Student Council 
Symposium, it was held on Friday, July 9th, directly preceding the Tutorials' Day 
of ISMB 2010 in Boston, USA.

The ISCB Student Council and its European Regional Student Groups 
organized the first European Student Council Symposium, it was held on 
Sunday, September 26th, the Tutorials/Workshop Day of ECCB 2010 in Ghent, 
Belgium.



  



  

# Symposium

    * Discussions   
    * Keynotes
    * Oral communications
    * Posters
    * Speed dating
    * Industry partner session
    * Workshops/Tutorials

# Awards

    * Posters & Presentations
    * Travel Fellowships

# Other ISMB Events

    * Art & Science exhibition
    * Career Central/Lounge
    * Open Business meeting
    * Social Event
    * Social HQ



Art & Science Exhibition

Chair: Milana Frenkel-Morgenstern

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7SI6fvCfGrw



Activities/Events

• Career Central/ SC Lounge initiated @ ISMB/ECCB 
 CV critique service

 Career seminars

 Online CV submission service

 Job posting board

• Internships for students from developing countries

An initiative by the Student Council to 
address the career development needs of its 
members.

www.iscbsc.org/content /career-central
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What is an RSG?
 
Regional Student Groups (RSGs) are groups established and managed by the SC. 
RSGs primarily aim to provide a supra-institutional organization, capable of initiating 
events that would bring together students and young researchers within a country or 
region. You can see these regional groups of students as local windows to global 
opportunities.

Creation and maintenance of a global network of Computational Biology students is a 
vital and challenging task that requires an organization in place. For this purpose, the 
SC set up the 'RSG-Committee ', which manage RSGs across the world. This 
committee closely liaises with the leaderships of RSGs and periodically reviews their 
activities. The SC still remains the parent body of the RSGs.

• Local community (region, country, continent)

• Specific regions => Specific needs => specific projects



  

The mission of an RSG is to organize events, provide activities and 
information useful for the development of the students within their local 
community. An RSG can initiate and establish contacts with local industry 
and academia creating career opportunities for the students. 

The advantages of an RSG are listed below: 

● Students of Computational Biology and Bioinformatics from more than 
one institution in a region get together, thus expanding each member’s 
network.

● Students connect with regional and international institutions, thus 
strengthening bioinformatics in the region.
 

● Students benefit from the umbrella of the Student Council and the 
broader opportunities it provides: leadership roles, access to its network, 
collaboration tools, web-space, support with event planning and help 
with marketing.  

Regional Student GroupRegional Student Group



  

Regional Student Groups
Interaction among students pursuing research in the field of Bioinformatics and 
Computational Biology. Over the past few years, SC has successfully established many 
RSGs globally and the number is on a steady rise. Presently, the RSGs comprise of more 
than 1500 members across the world.
Thanks to an allocation of funds from the ISCB, the Student Council is providing funding 
support to selected proposals for events or initiatives from RSGs. 

Active Regional Student Groups

● RSG Europe
● RSG Netherlands
● RSG Poland
● RSG Germany
● RSG Spain
● RSG France
● RSG Committee
● RSG Pakistan
● RSG Singapore
● RSG Brazil
● RSG Ohio
● RSG Australia
● RSG India
● RSG Japan
● RSG Korea
● RSG Northern Africa
● RSG Eastern Africa
● RSG Central Africa
● RSG Southern Africa
● RSG Western Africa



  

OK, but........OK, but........

Why am I here ?!Why am I here ?!



  

Because..... Because..... 

I am thinking aboutI am thinking about



  

Why start an RSG-ITALY? 

A mission could be to provide activities and information useful for the 
development of a students community. Could initiate and establish contacts 
with local industry and academia creating career opportunities for the students. 

● Students from different Italian institutions get together, thus expanding 
each member’s network and  strengthening Bioinformatics and 
Computational Biology in our region. 

● Information sharing and communication via the Internet, Exchange and 
collaboration with other groups in related research fields.

● The Student Council may provide: leadership roles, access to its network, 
collaboration tools, web-space, support with event planning and help with 
marketing. 

● Creating and maintaining a scientific and social network is challenging, and 
requires opportunities for PhD students to meet each other to initiate and 
stimulate scientific progress.

● Annual research meeting to present and discuss research progress, 
(BITS 2011?)



  

Thank you for your attention!Thank you for your attention!

If you are interested I am If you are interested I am 
available during the meeting available during the meeting 

to discuss future initiativesto discuss future initiatives

Achille Zappa       achille.zappa@gmail.com
Phd student Bioengineering - University of Genoa


