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What is a competing interest?

EMBnet.journal defines a competing interest as anything that interferes with, or could reasonably
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e Travel grants and honoraria for speaking or participation at meetings

e Cifts

Authors must declare all potential financial competing interests involving people or organisations
that might reasonably be perceived as relevant.
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declare any potential financial relationships that could reasonably be perceived as relevant and/or
could influence their objective review of the paper, and recuse themselves from handling the paper
if necessary.

Anyone wishing to comment on or rate a published paper must also consider, and then disclose,
whether they have any relevant financial interests.

As a guide, any competing interest that arose within the five years either before or after the
commencement of the research described, or within five years of the article being written, or within
five years of events described in the article, should be declared. However, interests outside this
time frame may also be relevant; if so, they should also be declared in order for their relevance to
be judged by the editorial team.

Non-financial
Non-financial competing interests include, but are not limited to:

Professional

e Acting as an expert witness

e« Membership in a government or other advisory board

e Relationship (paid or unpaid) with organisations and funding bodies including non-
governmental organisations, research institutions or charities
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e Writing or consulting for an educational company
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o Personal relationships (i.e., friend, spouse, family member, current or previous mentor,
adversary) with individuals involved in the submission or evaluation of a paper, such as
authors, reviewers, editors or members of the editorial board of EMBnet.journal

e Personal convictions (political, religious, ideological or other) related to a paper's topic that
may interfere with an unbiased publication process (at the stage of authorship, peer review,
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Authors, reviewers, editors and anyone wishing to comment on a published paper must consider
and then disclose whether they have any non-financial interests that might influence their reporting,
handling, or review of the paper, or that might be negatively or positively affected by publication of
the paper.

For example, authors are required to declare if they have served, or currently serve, on the
editorial board of the journal to which they are submitting, have acted as an expert witness in
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same institution or organisation with the authors of the study they are asked to review, or if they
are in an adversarial relationship with authors.
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financial competing interests at the time of posting their comments and/or rating.



